Create Cottage Style With Colorful Fabrics ﬁ/

“Cottage” conveys images of thatched roofs in an English countryside or a little bungalow in
an historical part of town. Today’s cottage-style decorating has less to do with actual scale or
location, and more with creating a cozy, welcoming room or a return to simple comforts. So
whatever the type of your dwelling, you can easily decorate in cottage style.

A great way to add a touch of cottage is by investing in fabrics. Popular cottage style fabrics
include toile, florals, stripes, or a combination of all three. Easy and affordable ways to
incorporate fabric into your home include:

Pillows. Buy pillows forms with removable covers so you can easily
change the look and store the covers when not in use. o

Tablecloths. They may require more laundry work, but the added
color and style is worth it.

Placemats. Yes, vinyl is practical, but fabric placemats offer a simple way to add cottage
style.

Lampshades. Buy a simple lamp base in white or a color that coordinates with your
furniture and have fun changing the shade.

Curtains or valences. Invest in a simple curtain rod and enjoy coordinating your tablecloth
and placemats with a variety of valences or curtains.

Glynnis Whitwer is a wife, mother of five children , and Senior Editor for Proverbs 31 Ministries. She
lives in Glendale, Arizona where she and her husband Tod operate two home-based businesses,
www.roselanecottage.com and Allwyn Environmental. It's out of these experiences that Glynnis wrote
her book work@home: A Practical Guide for Women Who Want to Work From Home due out in March
2007. She also is the co-author of a series of Bible studies called Kingdom Values, available in 2007.
Glynnis’ writings have been included in books by Focus on the Family and Harvest House.

© Allwyn Priorities, LLC, 2006. May be reproduced for personal and educational uses only. Commercial use is
strictly prohibited.



